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In June 2024, EU citizens will not only elect the new European Parliament and chart the way to the 

formation of the next European Commission, both in charge until 2029, but also lay the foundations 

for the future of the EU and its global role well into the next decade.  

 

Political parties campaigning for the European elections and the future leaders of the EU have historic 

responsibilities. European citizens and civil society, political parties and European institutions need to 

enhance European democracy, social cohesion and prosperity within planetary boundaries and 

strengthen the EU's global engagement for a cooperative world order. Decisive actions must be taken 

before 2030 to avoid irreversible environmental as well as dangerous social tipping points and to keep 

a chance of achieving global goals, including the 2030 Agenda with its 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement.  

 

The new leaders of the EU will also be responsible for agreeing the next EU seven-year budget (2028-

2035) and negotiating the next global agenda for sustainable development to continue the SDGs 

beyond 2030. 

 

We, a large group of scientists, civil society representatives and practitioners from over twenty 

European countries, call on political parties and the future leadership of the European Union to lay the 

foundations for a new European Deal for the Future that answers to the multiple crises by 

implementing the 2030 Agenda with the SDGs and the Paris Climate Agreement in an ambitious, 

integrated and coherent way, including a longer-term perspective for the EU until mid-century.  

 

We identify ten priority actions for this European Deal for the Future. These ten priority actions are 

jointly directed at political parties, the next European Parliament, the next European Commission, the 

European Council and the Member States.  

 

The SDGs, adopted by all UN Member States in 2015 and oriented towards 2030, call for integrated 

actions to promote social and economic prosperity, environmental sustainability, and global 

cooperation. However, at midpoint, none of the 17 SDGs are on track to be achieved globally by 2030. 

85% of the 140 SDG targets reviewed are declining or show very limited progress.  

 

Humanity is eroding the biological and physical resilience of the Earth's systems. Scientific evidence 

points to increased likelihood of reaching dangerous and irreversible environmental tipping points 

during this decade. Around the globe, social cohesion is under pressure. The international financial 

architecture is failing to channel global savings to SDG investments at the needed pace and scale.  
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Against this backdrop, the SDGs still garner political traction internationally but also locally and are, 

according to numerous UN reports and scientific studies, financially affordable and technically 

achievable. In September 2024, the UN "Summit of the Future: multilateral solutions for a better 

tomorrow" aims to reinforce the UN and global governance structures to better address old and new 

challenges and to formulate a Pact for the Future that would help advance the SDGs by 2030 and 

beyond.  

 

Europe played a leadership role in the adoption of the SDGs before 2015. After the 2019 European 

Parliament elections and the formation of the current Commission, the EU embarked on an ambitious 

transformative agenda and became the first continent to adopt a bold net zero commitment by mid-

century – via the European Green Deal. In July 2023, the EU presented at the UN its first Voluntary 

Review on its way to implement the 2030 Agenda. 

 

On 22 November 2023, the European Parliament adopted important proposals for the amendment of 

the EU Treaties, including more ambitious provisions regarding the reduction of global warming and 

safeguarding biodiversity, non-discrimination and diversity, health, education, full employment, and 

social progress which can strengthen the implementation of the SDGs within the EU and should also 

apply to its external actions. 

 

European regulations on sustainability are often considered a benchmark worldwide, influencing the 

behaviour of institutions, consumers, investors, businesses, farmers, NGOs and social organisations. 

 

However, as the 2023/24 Europe Sustainable Development Report (ESDR 2023/24) released today 

shows, progress in Europe on the SDGs is too limited. The EU and Member States also perform poorly 

on the International Spillover Index. The SDGs emphasise the importance of leaving no-one behind, yet 

there are persistent gaps in living conditions and opportunities across population groups in Europe. 

Despite the adoption of the European Green Deal and other efforts to mainstream the SDGs into 

sectoral policies and technical agencies of the European union, the EU still lacks a comprehensive 

approach to truly integrate the European Green Deal for a climate-neutral Europe as well as other 

transformations into a broader overarching strategy to achieve the SDGs including also their social and 

international dimensions. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine and geo-economic tensions have shifted political priorities 

and financial resources. Combined with the growing societal fragmentation and political polarisation, 

these lead to pushbacks against more ambitious legislation in the EU to implement the European Green 

Deal and other policies that aim to promote social cohesion and equality. 

 

Yet this cannot be the time for backtracking or watering down what has been agreed and achieved. 

Instead, the European citizens and political parties should use the upcoming European elections to lay 

the foundations for a new European Deal for the Future, with ten major priority actions. This deal 

must be a green and social deal as called for by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

for years. Coalitions of thought leaders who can build viable political coalitions to push for truly 

sustainable — and more-equitable — development, both globally and in Europe, are urgently needed. 
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We therefore call on the new European Parliament, the next European Commission and the European 

Council to adopt, within a year after the election, a joint political statement reaffirming the EU's 

Commitment for the SDGs and to prepare for the next decades of global sustainable development.  

 

Ten priority actions should be considered.  

 
1. Respond to the grave danger of negative "Social Tipping Points" – significantly reduce the risk 

of poverty and social exclusion of European citizens.  

 
2. Double down efforts to achieve net-zero emissions in the EU by 2050, with major 

breakthroughs by 2030.  

 
3. Strengthen regional and local authorities in achieving the SDGs – regularly monitor and report 

SDG progress at all levels. 

 
4. Curb negative international spillovers and support the transformation towards a sustainable 

trade system.  

 
5. Leverage team Europe for global SDG diplomacy – strengthen diverse and universal formats, 

especially the United Nations.  

 
6. Step up Europe's multilateral role – lead global efforts to reform the global financial 

architecture.  

 
7. Re-focus the EU's International Partnerships on the SDGs – Move towards Mutually 

Transformative Cooperation.  

 
8. Mobilise the financial means for the transformations toward a sustainable future.  

 
9. Institutionalise the integration of the SDGs into strategic planning, macroeconomic 

coordination, budget processes, research and innovation missions and other policy 

instruments.  

 
10. Set up new permanent mechanisms for structured and meaningful engagement with civil 

society, including youth, and within the European Parliament on SDG pathways and policies.  

 

****************************************************************** 
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[Full version and country profiles 
available in the 2023/24 Europe 

Sustainable Development Report] 
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4. Sílvia Albareda, Senior Lecturer of Didactics of the Experimental Science at the Faculty of Education 
Sciences, Universitat Internacional de Catalunya 

5. Antonios Alevizos, Manager of SDSN Greece, Laboratory of Sociology of Culture and Civilization of the 
Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences 

6. Thomas Alexopoulos, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, University of the Peloponnese 

7. Barry Andrews, MEP, Chair of European Parliament SDG Alliance, European Parliament  

8. João António, Researcher, CESOP - Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

9. Maria Artola, Specialised Lawyer and Counselor in Sustainable Development, Private practice 

10. Mustafa Aydin, President, International Relations Council, Turkey 

11. John Barimo, Manager of SDSN All Ireland, University College Cork 

12. Fabio Bartolini, Associate Professor, University of Ferrara 

13. Nina Baur, Professor for Methods of Social Research, Technische Universität Berlin 

14. María-José Bautista-Cerro, Chairholder - Professor, UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Development and 
Environmental Education - UNED 

15. Javier Benayas, Professor of Ecology, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

16. Axel Berger, Executive Director of SDSN Germany, German Institute of Development and Sustainability 
(IDOS) 

17. Manfred Max Bergman, Professor, University of Basel 

18. Óscar Bernárdez Pérez, EU Projects Manager, Galician Enterprise-University Foundation (FEUGA) 

19. Azra Bičo, Assistant Professor, International University of Sarajevo 

20. Salvador Borrós, Managing Director, Institut Químic de Sarrià (IQS)-Universitat Ramon Llull 

21. Simone Budini, Manager of SDSN Italy; Professor, Luiss Business School 

22. Edurne Caballero Zaldibar, Presidenta, Centro de Estudios Rurales y de Agricultura Internacional 

23. Gabriella Calvano, Assistant Professor in Education for Sustainable Development, University of Bari 

24. Francesco Capozzi, Full Professor, Director, Alma Mater Studiorum Università di Bologna 

25. Cristiana Carletti, Professor, Roma Tre University 

26. Francesco Castelli, Professor, University of Brescia, Italy 

27. Nekane Castillo Eguskitza, Environmental technician, University of the Basque Country (UPV/EHU) 

28. Antonio Castro, Project Director, Asociacion Chelonia 

29. Laura Cavalli, Manager of SDSN Italy, Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei 

30. Monica Cavicchioli, Manager of SDSN Mediterranean, University of Siena 

31. Lamija Ćeremida, Manager of SDSN Western Balkans, Shared Society and Values Foundation 

32. Mouna Chaari, Deputy Academic Director, Business School Lausanne  
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33. Sorin Cheval, Researcher, National Meteorological Administration, Bucharest, Romania 

34. Stefan Cibian, Executive Director, Făgăraș Research Institute 

35. Stephan Contius, Senior Advisor on SDGs, Foundations 20 - F20 

36. Jan Cools, Manager of SDSN Belgium, University of Antwerp 

37. Maria Cortes Puch, Vice-President, SDSN 

38. Hélder Costa, Head of Sustainability, Municipality of Braga 

39. Simone Cresti, Manager of SDSN Mediterranean and SDSN Europe, University of Siena 

40. Edoardo Croci, Professor, Bocconi University 

41. Adrian Curaj, President, Advisory Council for Sustainable Development - Romania 

42. Candela de la Sota, Manager of SDSN Spain, REDS. Red Española para el Desarrollo Sostenible 

43. Biagio Di Terlizzi, Deputy Director, CIHEAM Bari - Mediterranean Agronomic Institutte of Bari 

44. Atanas Dimitrov, Manager of SDSN Bulgaria, Sen. Assist. Prof., University of National and World 
Economy 

45. Sandrine Dixson-Declève, Co-President, The Club of Rome 

46. Katja Dörner, Mayor, City of Bonn 

47. David Donoghue, Distinguished Fellow, Overseas Development Institute, former PR of Ireland to the 
UN, co-facilitator of the intergovernmental negotiations on the 2030 Agenda 

48. Maria Isabel Doval, Vice-president for Welfare, Equity and Diversity, Universidade de Vigo 

49. Filipe Duarte Santos, President, National Council for the Environment and Sustainable Development 
(CNADS) 

50. Martin Eriksson, Manager of SDSN Northern Europe, University of Gothenburg 

51. Eugene Eteris, Dr. professor, European Integration Institute, www.integrin.dk and Latvian University 

52. Emine Didem Evci Kiraz, Prof.Dr., Aydın Adnan Menderes Üniversitesi 

53. Chrysoula Exarchou, President & CEO, QualityNet Foundation  

54. Karl Falkenberg, Former Director-General for Environment in the European Commission,  

55. Gabriel Fernandez Borsot, University Professor, Universitat Internacional de Catalunya (Barcelona, 
Spain) 

56. João Ferrão, Advisor and Coordinator, National Council for the Environment and Sustainable 
Development (CNADS) and Local SDGs Platform  

57. Fabrice Ferrier, Director, Focus 2030 

58. Ingo Fetzer, Researcher, Stockholm Resilience Centre 

59. Anouchka Finker, Vice-President, Coordination SUD 

60. Manuel Fischer, Co-Head Sustainable Development, Bern University of Applied Sciences BFH 

61. Jeremie Fosse, Director, eco-union 

62. Eleni Fotopoulou, Manager of SDSN Black Sea, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh) 

63. Daphne Fountoukakou, Managing Director, IST College 

64. Dimokratis G.E. Grigoriadis, Assoc. Prof., University of Cyprus 
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65. Conor Galvin, Director, PhD Programmes UCD school of Education and UCD Lead on the EU Teacher 
Academy Project - Teaching Sustainability, UCD College of Social Sciences, School of Education 

66. Adine Gavazzi, UNESCO Chair founder, UNESCO Chair of University of Genoa 

67. Stalo Gavrielidou, Manager of SDSN Cyprus, Cyprus Research and Educational Foundation 

68. Atanas Georgiev, Dean, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Sofia University "St. 
Kliment Ohridski" 

69. Manuela Gervasi, Senior policy officer, SGD Watch Europe 

70. Mounir Ghribi, ICAP Director, National Institute of Oceanography and Applied Geophysics - OGS 

71. Stuart Gibb, Director, Environmental Research Institute, The University of the Highlands and Islands 

72. Leo Gilliard, Responsible Policy and Education, WWF Switzerland 

73. Enrico Giovannini, Scientific director, Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development 

74. Dolors Grau, Associate professor, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya 

75. Ian Greer, Chair of SDSN All Ireland, Queen's University 

76. Ekkehard Griep, Chairman of the board, UNA Germany 

77. Maria Lodovica Gullino, Professor, Università di Torino 

78. Patrick Haack, Director, HEC Research Center for Grand Challenges, University of Lausanne  

79. Janet Hering, Chair of SDSN Switzerland, Eawag Aquatic Research 

80. Dafvid Hermansson, Museum Director, Associate Professor in History, The Kivik's Museum & Archives 
Foundation 

81. Julia Hertin, Secretary General, German Advisory Council on the Environment (SRU) 

82. Pitt Hild, Associated Professor (science education), HEP|PH Fribourg 

83. Reiner Hoffmann, Chairman, German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) 

84. Liana Hoornweg, Director, Partos 

85. Anna-Katharina Hornidge, Chair of SDSN Germany, German Institute of Development and 
Sustainability (IDOS) 

86. Ian Humphreys, CEO, Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful 

87. Massimo Iannetta, Head of Biotechnologies and Agroindustry Division, ENEA 

88. Aitziber Irigoras Alberdi, Vice-Rector for University Community and Agenda 2030, University of 
Deusto 

89. Luc Janssens de Bisthoven, Coordinator of the CEBioS programme, Institute of Natural Sciences 

90. Maria Joao Filgueiras Rauch, Manager of SDSN Portugal, CEiia 

91. Angela Kane, Senior Adviser, Nuclear Threat Initiative 

92. Saniye Karaman Öztaş, Assoc. Prof. Dr., Gebze Technical University 

93. Kutlu Sevinç Kayıhan, Prof. Dr., Gebze Technical University  

94. Kim Koellner, Head of Philanthropy and External Relations, VU Amsterdam 

95. Horst Köhler, Federal President of Germany (2004-2010)  

96. Vojtěch Kotecký, Manager of SDSN Czech Republic, Charles University Environment Centre 
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97. Constantinos Kounnamas, Manager of SDSN Cyprus, Frederick University 

98. Erato Kozakou-Marcoullis, Chair of SDSN Cyprus  

99. Carole Küng-Weber, Manager of SDSN Switzerland, Biovision Foundation 

100. Isil Kurnaz, Vice rector for research, Gebze Technical University 

101. Thomas Lagoarde-Ségot, Professor, KEDGE BS and SDSN France 

102. Amina Lagumdžija, Manager of SDSN Western Balkans, Shared Society and Values Foundation 

103. Zlatko Lagumdžija, Chair of SDSN Western Balkans, University of Sarajevo, School of Economics and 
Business 

104. Satu Lähteenoja, Senior Expert, sustainable development, Demos Helsinki 

105. Stephanie Laulhe Shaelou, Head of the School of Law, Professor of European Law and Reform, 
Director, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for the Rule of Law and European Values (CRoLEV), UCLan 
Cyprus  

106. Martin Lehmann, Associate Professor, Aalborg University, Department of Sustainability & Planning 

107. Dijana Likar, R&D Manager, IECE North Macedonia 

108. James Livesey, Vice President for Research and Innovation, University of Galway 

109. Enrique López Viguria, Secretario general, UNIJES - Universidades Jesuitas (España) 

110. Jacob Lorenzo-Morales, Director, Instituto Universitario de Enfermedades Tropicales y Salud Pública 
de Canarias 

111. Wolfgang Lucht, Professor, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research; Humboldt-University 
Berlin; Member of the Advisory Council for the Environment to the Government of Germany 

112. Julio Lumbreras, Professor, Politechnic University of Madrid 

113. Åsa Månsson, Managing Director, VENRO - Verband Entwicklungspolitik und Humanitäre Hilfe 
deutscher Nichtregierungsorganisationen (Association of German Development and Humanitarian 
Aid NGOs) 

114. Filip Maric, Founder and Executive Chair, Environmental Physiotherapy Association 

115. Carmen Belén Martínez Escobar, Researcher, UCLM - Local Sustainability Observatory of Albacete 

116. Florinda Matos, Researcher and Professor, Iscte - Instituto Universitário de Lisboa 

117. Nuno Matos, Vice-President, ICAA 

118. Giorgio Matteucci, Director, National Research Council of Italy - Institute of BioEconomy 

119. Charlotte McDevitt, Executive Director, Green VI 

120. Fatmir Memaj, Deputy dean, Faculty of economy, University of Tirana 

121. Xavier Mendoza, Director General, Esade 

122. Tuomo Meriläinen, Director of Administration, University of Eastern Finland 

123. Senida Mesi, Former Deputy Prime Minister of Albania, member of the High-Level Expert Group on 

Sustainable Finance (HLEG) and Leadership Council Member SDSN Western Balkans 

124. Quirico Migheli, Professor.and Chair, Desertification Research Center, University of Sassari 

125. Andjelka Mihajlov, Honorable President, Environmental Ambassador for Sustainable Development, 
Environmental Ambassadors for Sustainable Development 
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126. Klaus Milke, Chair of the Board, Stiftung Zukunftsfähigkeit 

127. Ismael Morales López, Head of climate change policies, Fundación Renovables 

128. Aline Mosnier, Scientific Director of the FABLE Consortium, SDSN 

129. Susan Murphy, Associate Professor in Development Practice, Trinity College Dublin 

130. Michael Musov, Chair of SDSN Bulgaria, University of National and World Economy 

131. Mehmet Naci Inci, Chair of SDSN Türkiye; Rector, Bogazici University 

132. Gabriela Naskova, Manager of SDSN Bulgaria; Assistant Professor / Scientific Secretary of Department 
of Computer Science, University of National and World Economy 

133. John O’Halloran, Chair of SDSN All Ireland, University College Cork 

134. Antoine Oger, Research Director, Institute for European Environmental Policy 

135. Nezih Orhon, SDSN-Turkey/Anadolu University Coordinator, Anadolu University 

136. Mluz Ortega, Profesor Titular, Universidad Loyola  

137. Ottavia Ortolani, Head of Communications and Advocacy, Italian Alliance for Sustainable 
Development 

138. Bahar Özay, Manager of SDSN Türkiye, Bogazici University 

139. Melek Özkan, Sustainability Office Coordinator, Gebze Technical University 

140. Maite Pacheco, CEO, Netwomening 

141. Leire Pajín, Chair of SDSN Spain, Barcelona Institute for Global Health 

142. Andreas Papandreou, Chair of SDSN Greece; Professor of Environmental Economics, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens 

143. Costas Papanicolas, Chair of SDSN Cyprus, The Cyprus Institute 

144. Rafael Pérez Colón, Member - Advisory Board, REDS. Red Española para el Desarrollo Sostenible 

145. Gloria M Pérez-Bustos, Observatorio Provincial de Sostenibilidad de Albacete, Universidad de Castilla-
La Mancha y Diputación Provincial de Albacete 

146. Jan Pettersson, Chair of SDSN Northern Europe, University of Gothenburg 

147. Constantinos Phellas, Senior Vice Rector, University of Nicosia 

148. Arnau Queralt-Bassa, Chair, The European Environment and Sustainable Development Advisory 
Councils Network (EEAC Network) 

149. Sabina Ratti, Chair of SDSN Italy, Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei 

150. Katherine Richardson, Chair of SDSN Northern Europe, University of Copenhagen 

151. Marc Ringel, Professor, Sciences Po Paris 

152. Ricardo Rio, Mayor, Municipality of Braga 

153. Ramon Roca-Enrich, Chair, Advisory Council for Sustainable Development of Catalonia / Consell 
Assessor per al Desenvolupament Sostenible de Catalunya (CADS) 

154. Kate Roll, Chair and Former Manager of SDSN United Kingdom, University College London, Institute 
for Innovation and Public Purpose (IIPP) 

155. Nunzio Romano, Full Professor, University of Naples Federico II 

156. Christian Ruck, Former Member of the German Parliament, Dr.  
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157. Estibaliz Saez de Camara Oleaga, Director of Sustainability, University of the Basque Country 
(UPV/EHU) 

158. Anaïs Sägesser, Board Member, scaling4good 

159. Jesús Sánchez Camacho, Director of the Unit of Integral Ecology, Comillas Pontifical University 

160. Inmaculada Saranova de Martín, Executive Director, IbizaPreservation 

161. Marcello Scalisi, Director, UNIMED - Mediterranean Universities Union 

162. Guido Schmidt-Traub, Managing Partner, Systemiq Ltd.  

163. Imme Scholz, Co-President, Heinrich Böll Stiftung 

164. Gesine Schwan, Chair of SDSN Germany, HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance Platform 

165. Laurence Scialom, Professor, University Paris Nanterre 

166. Júlia Seixas, Chair of SDSN Portugal, NOVA University Lisbon 

167. Gurkan Selcuk Kumbaroglu, Executive Director of SDSN Türkiye, Bogazici University 

168. Jasmina Selimović, Chair of SDSN Western Balkans, University of Sarajevo, School of Economics and 
Business 

169. Georgina Spyres, Manager of SDSN Greece, Athens University of Economics and Business 

170. Charis Stavridis, Manager of SDSN Black Sea, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh) 

171. Marina  Stefanova, Associate Professor, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" 

172. Marina Stefanova, Vice-Dean "Sustainability, Empowerment, and Engagement" at the Faculty of 
Economics and Business Administration, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" 

173. Immanuel Stiess, Member of the Executive Board, ISOE - Institute for social-ecological research 

174. Andrea Stocchiero, Policy Officer, Focsiv Italian Federation Christian associations international 
volunteering 

175. Heidi Strebel, Chair of SDSN Switzerland, University of Lausanne (UNIL) 

176. Elisa Strecke, Project Manager Tourism, Swiss Parks Network 

177. Harika Suklun, Associate Prof., Batman University 

178. Jorge Tamayo, Manager of SDSN Switzerland, Biovision Foundation 

179. Wolfgang Teubner, Regional Director Europe, ICLEI Europe - Local Governments for Sustainability 

180. Nicolaos Theodossiou, Chair of SDSN Black Sea; Professor, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

181. Valentin-Veron Toma, Member of the Romanian Consultative Council for Sustainable Development, 
Consultative Council for Sustainable Development 

182. Mercedes Torres-Jiménez, Vice-Rector for Research , Universidad Loyola Andalucía 

183. Guillaume Vallet, Professeur de sciences économiques, Université Grenoble Alpes, CREG 

184. Lydia Vamvakeridou-Lyroudia, Director Watershare, KWR Water Research 

185. Luc Van Liedekerke, Chair of SDSN Belgium; Professor in Business Ethics and Sustainability at the 
University of Antwerp (Belgium) and at the KULeuven (Belgium), University of Antwerp 

186. Javier Velázquez, Associate professor, Catholic University of Ávila  

187. Ernst von Weizsäcker, Honorary President, The Club of Rome 
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188. Tabea Waltenberg, Manager of SDSN Germany, German Institute of Development and Sustainability 
(IDOS) 

189. Lukas Wank, Director, Global Responsibility 

190. Oliver Wieck, Secretary General, ICC Germany  

191. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Former German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and 
Development  

192. Inge Willems, Manager of SDSN Belgium, University of Antwerp 

193. Theodoros Zachariadis, Manager of SDSN Europe, Cyprus Research and Educational Foundation 

194. Juergen Karl Zattler, Researcher and policy advisor, Center for Global Development + IDOS 

195. Virginia Zhelyazkova, Professor, VUZF University  

196. Yvonne Zwick, Chairwoman, B.A.U.M. - German Network for Sustainable Business 

 

 

 

 


